
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic School ELA/History
Third Grade

Curriculum Overview 
Units & days Reading Skills (students will be able to 

(do)...
Writing Skills Language Skills

Retelling, Genre, and 
Characters (30 days)

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitely to the 
text as the basis for answers. Recount stories, 
including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central message, lesson 
or moral and explain how it is conveyed trough 
key details in the text. Describe characters in a 
story and explain how their actions contribute to a 
sequence of events. 

Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, 
supporting a point of view with reasons. 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing 
about, state and opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists 
reasons. Use linking words and phrases 
to connect opinion and reasons. Provide 
a concluding statement or section.

Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Use 
knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing. Choose words and phrases 
for effect. Write and organize a paragraph 
that groups sentences about a topic. 

Figurative Language, Parts of 
a Story, and Point of View 
(30days)

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
non-literal language. Refer to parts of stories, 
dramas, and poems when writing or speaking 
about a text using terms such as chapter, scene, 
and stanza; describ how each successive part 
builds on earlier sections. Distinguish their own 
point of view from that of the narrator or those of 
the characters. 

Write informative /explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and covey ideas and 
information clearly. Introduce a topic and 
group related information together. 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 
and details. Use linking words and 
phrases to connect ideas within 
categories of information. Provide a 
concluding statement or section. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Use 
knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing. Choose words and phrases 
for effect. Write and organize a paragraph 
that groups sentences about a topic. 

Illustrations and 
Compare/Contrast (10 days)

Explain how specific aspects of a text's 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story. Compare and contrast themes, 
settings, and plots of stories written by the same 
author about the same or similar characters. 

Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear even sequences. Establish a 
situation and introduce a narrator and/or 
characters; organnize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. Use dialogue and 
description of actions, thoughts, and 
feelings to develop experiences and 
events or show the response of 
characters to situations. Use temporal 
words and phrases to signal event. 
Provide a sense of closure. 

Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Use 
knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing. Choose words and phrases 
for effect. Write and organize a paragraph 
that groups sentences about a topic. 

Main Idea (15 days)

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text, referring explicitely to the 
text as the basis for answers. Determine the main 
idea of a text; recount they key details and explain 
how they support the main idea. Describe the 
relationship between a series of historical events, 
scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical 
procedures in a text, using language that pertains 
to time, sequence, and cause/effect

Produce writing in which the 
development and organization are 
appropriate to task and purpose (e.g., 
friendly and formal letters, recipes, 
experiments, notes/messages, labels, 
graphs/tables, procedures, invitations, 
envelopes)

Demonstrate command of the conventions 
of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. Use 
knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing. Choose words and phrases 
for effect. Write and organize a paragraph 
that groups sentences about a topic. 



Phonics and Word 
Recognition (30 days)

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. Identify and 
know that meaning of the most common prefixes 
and derivational suffixes. Decode words with 
common Latin suffixes. Decode multi-syllable 
words. Read grade appropriate irregularly spelled 
words

Write routinely over extended time 
frames and shorter time frames for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

Use conventional spelling for high-
frequency and other studied words and for 
adding suffixes to base words. Use spelling 
patterns and generalizations in writing 
words. Consult reference materials, 
including beginning dictionaries, as needed 
to check and correct spellings.

Phonics, Word Recognition, 
and Comprehension (30 
days)

Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. Read on-level text with 
purpose and understanding. Read on-level prose 
and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression on successive readings. Use 
context to confirm or self-correct word recognition 
and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

Write routinely over extended time 
frames and shorter time frames for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences.

Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 3 reading and 
content, choosing flexibility from a range of 
strategies. Use sentence-level context as a 
clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
determine the meaning of the new word 
formed when a known affix is added to a 
known word. Use a known root word as a 
clue to the meaning of an unknown word 
with the same root. use glossaries or 
beginning dictionaries, both print and digital, 
to determine or clarify the precise meaning 
of key  words and phrases. 


